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Announcement 
 

Van Gogh Museum Visiting Fellow in the History of Nineteenth-Century Art 
 

5-10 June 
 
 

  

The Low Life of Paris and the High Culture of France 

Some Themes and Questions, 1850-1914 

 
 
 
This year, the University of Amsterdam and the Van Gogh Museum will welcome their 10th 

Van Gogh Museum Visiting Fellow in the History of Nineteenth Century Art. For this special 

anniversary, we have once again invited Professor Dr. Richard Thomson, Watson Gordon 

Professor of Fine Art at Edinburgh College of Art (University of Edinburgh), who was the very 
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first Visiting Fellow in the academic year 2006-07. The seminar will take place in conjunction 

with two major exhibitions in Amsterdam this spring – Easy Virtue (Van Gogh Museum) and 

Girls in Kimono. The Breitner Variations (Rijksmuseum) – as well as the annual conference 

of the European Society of Nineteenth-Century Art (ESNA), City of Sin: Representing the 

Urban Underbelly in the Nineteenth Century (Rijksmuseum and Van Gogh Museum, 19-20 

May 2016). Under the title The Low Life of Paris and the High Culture of France. Some 

Themes and Questions, 1850-1914, Professor Thomson will explore the darker side of 

nineteenth-century life, art and culture, focusing on the representation of “low life” in French 

art and the meanings such images carried with them. How did artists deal with the new 

underbelly of Paris, so much a part of Baudelaire’s modernité? What stylistic means did they 

employ, and how might these be interpreted in the light of the social and political 

circumstances of the time?  

 

The seminar will consist of three sessions of three hours each, plus an afternoon 

excursion. A public introductory lecture entitled Actuality and Artifice: Representations of 

Prostitution by Anquetin, Bernard and Toulouse-Lautrec, 1886-1900, will take place at the 

Van Gogh Museum on Sunday, 5 June at 2 p.m. The seminar meetings will take place at 

the Van Gogh Museum (exact location to be announced) on Monday, 6 June (10 a.m. to 1 

p.m.); Wednesday, 8 June (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.); and Friday, 10 June (2-5 p.m.). The last 

session will be followed by a farewell drink. The date and time of the excursion – a visit to 

the exhibition Easy Virtue guided by Professor Thomson and curator Nienke Bakker) – will 

be announced before the start of the seminar. 

 

Auditors are welcome! 

Interested in attending? If so, please contact Dr. Rachel Esner: r.esner@uva.nl for more 

information and the course manual (please put “VGM Visiting Fellow” in the subject line) 

 

Professor Dr. Richard Thomson, Watson Gordon Professor of Fine Art at Edinburgh College of Art 

(University of Edinburgh), is the author of numerous books and articles on the history of nineteenth-

century French art, including The Troubled Republic. Visual Culture and Social Debate in France, 

1889–1900 (2004) and Art of the Actual. Naturalism and Style in Early Third Republic France, 1880-

1900 (2012). He has curated numerous exhibitions, among them Splendour and Misery. Pictures of 

Prostitution, 1850-1910, currently on view at the Musée d’Orsay in Paris and travelling to the Van 

Gogh Museum in the spring of 2016. He is currently working on an exhibition around Georges 

Seurat's great painting Parade de cirque, which will be staged at the Metropolitan Museum in New 

York in 2017.  
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