
In the shadow of Cuypers, Georg Sturm (1855-1923) 
 
One of the most remarkable events in the Dutch museum world was 
without doubt the reopening of the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam in 
2013 after more than 15 years of restoration and renovation. And one of 
the most remarkable aspects of this renovation was the return of Georg 
Sturm’s wall paintings to the Front Hall and the Gallery of Honour. It was 
a logical consequence of the ambition to restore parts of the building to 
their original condition, as it was intended by the architect Pierre Cuypers 
in 1885. Nowadays Cuypers is considered to be one of the most important 
Dutch architects of the 19th century, especially because of his design 
of the Rijksmuseum. Nevertheless some critics had issues with the return 
of the colourful paintings of Sturm to their prominent places, even though 
Cuypers considered them to be an essential part of his design. 
As well known as Cuypers is, as little is known about Sturm, in spite of 
his large and iconic contribution to the decoration of the Rijksmuseum. 
Even less known is that he also collaborated on the decoration of the Central 
Station in Amsterdam and several other buildings. In addition he designed 
embroidery (a.o. for the interior of the Golden Carriage of Queen 
Wilhelmina), carpets, posters, diplomas and certificates, medals, and all 
kinds of printed matter. A considerable part of this are the 168 plates he 
designed for the German periodical Dekorative Vorbilder over the course 
of almost 20 years. Besides this he also taught for more than 30 years at 
the Rijksschool voor Kunstnijverheid (State School for Decorative Art), 
housed in the Rijksmuseum itself. Among his pupils were several who 
later became successful and well-known artists: often more well-known 
than Sturm himself. 
In this richly illustrated book you will find the life and work of Sturm, 
who was born and trained in Vienna, described in detail for the first time. 
Now seems a good time to put him in the spotlight, not just because his 
work in the Rijksmuseum can be seen again in full glory, but also because 
in a few years the renovation of the Central Station will be finished as 
well. 
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