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Annual Report – Stichting ESNA (European 

Society for Nineteenth-Century Art) 

 

 

Introduction: 

2019 was an important year for ESNA. In December 2018 we officially became a foundation, 

and in January 2019 we entered into partnership with the RKD – Netherlands Institute for the 

History of Art. Both the formation of the foundation and this cooperation have led to the 

increased professionalization of our organization and to its outreach. 

 

The ESNA Board: 

The board is made up of founding members Rachel Esner (chair), Jenny Reynaerts 

(treasurer), Mayken Jonkman, and Maite van Dijk. In 2020, Prof. Dr. Marjan Sterckx and Dr. 

Jan Baetens will join the board as well. Malika M’rani Alaoui was secretary until September 

2019, and has since been replaced by Myrthe Krom. 

 

Activities: 

The annual ESNA Winter Seminar took place on 25 January 2019, hosted – as has been 

the case for several years now – by the RKD-Netherlands Institute for Art History. Under the 

title Game changers: de studie van negentiende-eeuwse kunst, vroeger en nu, invited 

participants “pitched” scholarly publications of the past that had inspired their own work and 

discussed their relevance for the field today. It was attended by about 50 Dutch and Belgian 

scholars, many of them students. The papers raised interesting questions and were 

discussed enthusiastically, continuing even into the traditional post-seminar drinks, 

generously offered by the RKD. 

 

This event was followed in June (19-20 June 2019) by ESNA’s annual international 

conference. Frictions and Friendships. Cultural Encounters in the Nineteenth Century, 

developed from the successful exhibition The Dutch in Paris, which was on show in the Van 

Gogh Museum, Amsterdam and the Petit Palais, Paris in 2017-18. The exhibition aimed to 

visualize the artistic exchange between Dutch and French artists between 1789 and 1914. 

As part of a larger research project under the auspices of the RKD – Netherlands Institute  
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for Art History and NWO (Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research), the conference  

focused specifically on broader international as well as national and local points of encounter 

and how these facilitated artistic exchange in the long nineteenth century. The conference 

was attended by 66 scholars from the Netherlands and abroad. Speakers from Europe and 

North America – both senior and junior scholars – gave and heard a wide variety of papers 

and participated in lively debate and discussion. We were particularly pleased with the 

attendance of many students from various universities in the Netherlands and Belgium – 

indicating that the study of the nineteenth century remains attractive. Ensuring the continuity 

of the field is one of ESNA’s explicit missions, and 2019 demonstrated once again how 

relevant our organization is and can be. 

 

The conference was generously funded by various institutions, including NWO (via RKD), 

the Research School of Art History (OSK), the University of Amsterdam, and The Van Gogh 

Museum. 

 

ESNA in 2020: 

This year’s ESNA Winter Seminar will take place on 31 January 2020, again at the RKD. 

This year’s topic is Eyeopeners. Inspirerende inzichten voor de studie van negentiende-

eeuwse kunst, and – following the format of 2019 – will be comprised of pitches, this time by 

a new generation of scholars and curators on the writings and exhibitions that have inspired 

them and informed their own work. The annual international conference – which will take 

place on 14-15 May, again at the RKD in The Hague – is entitled Thinking in the Box. The 

Benefits of Artistic Tradition in the Nineteenth Century and will feature papers examining 

artistic tradition not as the nemesis of creation (as it is often characterized in a more 

modernist or teleological history of art) but in its own right. It aims to examine the potential 

artistic, commercial and even political benefits of “thinking in the box”, that is: of continuing 

artistic tradition(s), working within them or reverting to them during the (long) nineteenth 

century.  

 

In addition, we will also continue to explore the possibilities for expanding our network – a 

process begun already at the end of 2019 with a new cooperation with our Belgian 

counterpart XIX.  

 

 


